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Asylum: Rights and Wrongs 
 My report on the debate held in Sheffield 

The issue of Asylum Seekers is one which is rarely out of the British press. Whether in 
favour or against of the principle, there is general a consensus that the current system of 
application is not fit for purpose. On Friday 19th March, I went to Victoria Hall, Sheffield to 
hear and question a panel of General Election candidates over the issue of Asylum: Rights 
and Wrongs. 

As a strong believer in the principle that Britain should be a place of sanctuary, for those in 
fear of their lives, I attended ready to question any politician who thought the destitution 
many asylum seekers are left in was acceptable. The panel consisted of Liberal Democrat 
candidate Paul Scriven, Labour candidate Paul Blomfield, Conservative candidate Nicola 
Bates and Green candidate Jillian Creasy. All of them are standing for Sheffield seats in the 
2010 election, and all of them advocated the ideals of Asylum. Only Paul Scriven however, 
gave definitive answers on his party’s policies over what rights would be granted to Asylum 
seekers. For instance those seeking asylum are unable to contribute economically to their 
communities as they do not have the right to work. This means that even those who would 
like to work are not allowed to under UK law. Paul Scriven stated that it was Liberal 
Democrat policy to give asylum seekers the right to work. Jillian Creasy also stated this 
policy on behalf of the Green Party. 

Conservative candidate Nicola Bates argued that the UK Border Agency, who handle asylum 
claims, had conflicting aims and that the asylum issue should be transferred to an 
independent expert body. Paul Blomfield the Labour candidate, talked about his past work 
fighting apartheid in South Africa. 

After answering 6 preannounced questions on their party’s policies the panel answered 
some from the floor. These touched on the topics of health care for asylum seekers, the 
legality of the detention of children and how would parties improve the asylum system in the 
event of a hung parliament. 

The debate was 2 hours long and after I was able to speak to Paul Scriven about the issues 
discussed. I feel personally that the issue of asylum extends to young people not only as the 
voters of tomorrow but also because our Citizenship education lacks the necessary time and 
delicacy to teach us properly about this issue. Too often we are talked down to and given 
reams of unsubstantiated statistics. It’s time I believe for us to be told more about this issue. 
I was shocked by some of the things I learnt, of the way that people who come to Britain for 
safety are treated as subhuman by the authorities and I think that all of us whatever our age 
should be told the facts. I am going to table a motion at my next meeting with the Sheffield 
Members of Youth Parliament to have UKYP formulate their own policy on Asylum seeking. 
This is one way I hope to bring this issue to you, the young people of Britain’s attention.  

 


