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Between 22nd - 26th July Members of UK Youth Parliament travelled to Belfast for an excellent Annual Sitting - the 10th in its history. For those of 
you unaware of the Annual Sitting, it is a conference for the democratically elected representatives of the Youth Parliament to come together, 
debate issues of controversy and importance, take part in training, campaign meetings, media training and fringe seminars. The four days are 
absolutely exhausting but there is a thrill and adrenaline brought on by the congregation of politically engaged and unashamedly passionate 
young people that prevents the event from becoming sluggish. 
 
During the sitting, we were very lucky to here from many representatives spanning most political persuasions. Inspirational members of society 
instructed us on aspects of identity, drawing from their moving and unique experiences. John Bercow MP - the Speaker of the House of Commons 
came to the sitting.  He invited the UK Youth Parliament members to debate in the House of Commons in October this year, and then every year 
for the life of this parliament. This follows the historical debate by the Youth Parliament in the commons in 2009. Charles Hendry - Minister of 
State in the Department for Energy and Climate Change spoke with ambition for his predictions of youth engagement in his department. Robin 
Newton MLA, a Minister in the Northern Irish Executive committed his government to supporting the UK Youth Parliament in its endeavours to 
involve young people in society enacting social change. Tim Loughton MP - Under secretary of state in the Department for Education handled 
very challenging questions on the coalition's programme for education and Dr Gill Hicks gave an emotional account of her experience as a 
survivor of the 7/7 London Suicide Bombings. She dealt with the challenging issues of humanity and identity in society. Her primary instruction to 
us was to evaluate how we are perceived, and to ask ourselves to define our individual identities.  
 
The sitting was covered by local and national press, in broadcast, print and television news. Young people have sensible and credible views that 
can be advocated by the youth parliament and that can be listened to and understood by government ministers. I am proud of being part of such 
a successful organisation that aims to spearhead young people and the issues they face to senior parliamentarians and other national 
representatives. So far, events such as this have been successful, and I have every faith, that they will continue to bring benefits to young people's 
lives.   


