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This week Member of the UK Youth Parliament for Sheffield Harrison Carter, was 
invited to No 10 Downing Street to share his views on the potential and pitfalls of 
the Big Society. This was in response to a letter he wrote, timely in the light of 
recent events. 
 
Harrison discussed the National Citizen Service service referring to a survey of 
young people views, and called for the scheme to be more sustainable, giving 
young people the opportunity to learn new skills, once they had completed the 
first wave of projects. Harrison also asked that the Prime Minister meet with a 
delegation of young leaders (from BYC and UKYP) to listen to what we have to 
say on a range of campaigns, to see that young people can be involved in being 
part of the solution to issues, not part of the problem. 
 
Harrison said: "It was important for me to give an insight into how schemes 
involving young people play out on the ground and how these initiatives go from 
paper to real-life. I shared with the policy unit the successes of the programmes 
seen in Sheffield and the areas that require further thinking. Restoring this sense 
of duty to our communities has to be the next step we all take. The staff at No10 
were really responsive and eager to get young people involved in setting out 
ideas for future Big Society driven policies." 
 
                      HAVE YOUR SAY TO THE PRIME MINISTER 
  
BYC, UKYP and Young Mayors are following up their initial statements 
condemning the rioting and looting by conducting a survey of grass roots 
reactions and proposals gathered by young community representatives from their 
networks across the country. We will present these to the Childrens Minister Tim 
Loughton MP, and send a report to the Prime Minister and the Home Secretary, to 
follow up our request for a meeting. Now that the dust has settled we want to 
demonstrate that young people are just as capable of reflective and reasoned 
argument and their leaders are willing to be partners in rebuilding communities. 
 
       Have your say on the riots and complete the survey here 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/BYCyoungviewsriots


Budding young MP meets PM – The Sheffield Star 

 

London trip: Young Sheffield politician Harry Carter outsider No.10. 
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YOUNG people and the Big Society were the topics under discussion when budding Sheffield politician 
Harry Carter paid a visit to Number 10 Downing Street. 

Harry, aged 18, a member of UK Youth Parliament for Sheffield, met with David Cameron’s policy unit 
to talk about the role of young people in the PM’s Big Society. 

Harry said he believes the Big Society should be about reconnecting citizens to their neighbourhoods, 
their schools and their familiess. 

He said: “It was important for me to give an insight into how schemes involving young people play out 
on the ground and how these initiatives go from paper to real life. 

“I shared with the policy units the successes of the programmes seen in Sheffield and the areas that 
require further thinking. 

“The staff at Number 10 were really responsive and eager to get young people involved in setting out 
ideas for future Big Society‐driven policies.” 

 
 
 



 
We believe that young people should be recognised for their positive 
contribution to society, and in the world - now, and in the future  
 

Young representative invited to No 
10 to share his perspective 
 
This week Member of the UK Youth Parliament for Sheffield Harrison Carter, was invited to No 10 
Downing Street to share his views on the potential and pitfalls of the Big Society. This was in response 
to a letter he wrote, timely in the light of recent events. 
 

 
Harrison discussed the National Citizen Service service referring to a survey of young people views, and 
called for the scheme to be more sustainable, giving young people the opportunity to learn new skills, 
once they 
had completed the first wave of projects. Harrison also asked that the Prime Minister meet with a 
delegation of young leaders (from BYC and UKYP) to listen to what 
we have to say on a range of campaigns, to see that young people can be involved in being part of the 
solution to issues, not part of the problem. 

 
Harrison said: "It was important for me to give an 
insight into how schemes involving young people play out on the ground and how these initiatives go 
from paper to real-life. I shared with the policy unit the successes of the programmes seen in Sheffield 
and the areas that require further thinking. Restoring this sense of duty to our communities has to be the 
next step we 
all take. The staff at No10 were really responsive and eager to get young people involved in setting out 
ideas for future Big Society driven policies." 
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Harry goes to Number 10 – Get connected News. 

UK Youth Parliament member for Sheffield, Harry Carter, attended a meeting at 
Number 10 Downing Street to talk about young people and the Big Society recently. 
 
Using case studies and his own experiences of social action campaigns, Harry 
travelled to the core of government to give his thoughts and recommendations on 
involving young people in the Big Society.  

Following the UK riots at the beginning of August, Harry believed there was no better 
time than the present to start restoring people’s sense of pride in their community, and 
he sees the Big Society as a means to achieve this.  

The National Citizen Service, Harry proposed, should involve young people at the 
decision making level, allowing them to put forward ideas about what projects would 
benefit their local community best. 

You can find out more about the National Citizen Service here. 

Read more about Harry on his blog. 

 
 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/YoungPeople/Workandcareers/Workexperienceandvolunteering/NationalCitizenService/index.htm
http://harrymyp.wordpress.com/
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