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THE COST OF YOUR MEMBER OF YOUTH PARLIAMENT 

One of the most important parts of involving young people in politics, is showing that the UK 

Youth Parliament is an open organization. In this document, I’m providing you with all the 

information that’s available to me. You have a right to know how much your representation 

costs, and where the money for the entire Youth Parliament comes from. It’s my hope that 

this will go some way to making politics more trustworthy. 

Yours 

- Harry Carter MYP 

UK Youth Parliament 

The entire funding for the UK Youth Parliament (UKYP) ultimately comes from the Department for Education. 

The UKYP is part of a consortium of youth work groups that are managed and financed by the charity British 

Youth Council1 (BYC). BYC is a charity that receives its grant from the government. As of April 2011, it was 

announced by Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Children Tim Loughton MP, that BYC was to be 

awarded £335,000 to sustain the UKYP for six months and take responsibility away from Democracy for Young 

People Ltd2. Before this transition occurred, there was a period of voluntary redundancy where the Chief 

Executive, Deputy Chief Executives and staff members vacated their posts. The Board of Trustees was also 

abolished as part of the dissolution of Democracy for Young People Ltd. The spending carried out by the UKYP 

is all charitable and not to seek a profit. The UKYP receives grants from the government and donations from 

other organisations, just like any other charity. 

Sheffield Futures 

In Sheffield the UKYP is administered by Sheffield Futures3. Cuts to the local area grant led4 to severe job losses 

for youth workers at Sheffield Futures. In 2011 the UKYP successfully bid to incorporate into their existing 

framework, their sister organisation, the Sheffield Youth Council. There is now a participation initiative in 

Sheffield involving all youth voice groups, with different levels of representation in terms of local and national 

and geographical in terms of wards, constituencies and community assemblies. Adding to this is the UKYP 

Support Worker at Sheffield Futures. This is a paid position, and the incumbent holds responsibility for 

participatory work across the city, whilst co-ordinating a number of the UKYP’s activities nationally. 

Your MYP: 

My Salary: £0.00 

Being an MYP is an unpaid, voluntary role. It is part of what makes the UKYP such a valuable organisation. The 

young people involved are there to campaign and to work, because they believe in what they do, not because 

they are paid to. 

                                                            
1 http://www.charity-
commission.gov.uk/Showcharity/RegisterOfCharities/CharityWithPartB.aspx?RegisteredCharityNumber=11232
24&SubsidiaryNumber=0 
2 http://www.cypnow.co.uk/Youth_Work/article/1061943/British-Youth-Council-wins-grant-run-UK-Youth-Parliament/ 
3 http://www.getconnectedsheffield.com/wp-
content/uploads/2009/04/Service%20leaflet%20revised%20August%202010.pdf 
4 http://www.sheffield.gov.uk/your-city-council/finance/how-do-we-spend-it 
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http://www.sheffield.gov.uk/your-city-council/finance/how-do-we-spend-it
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My Office: £6.00  Domain Name (2010-2012)  Donation 

  £0.00  Volunteer Staff (x2)   N/A 

  £0.00  Location    N/A 

All of my MYP documents are kept on my home computer, and the hard drive at Sheffield Futures. I print 

nothing myself, because it’s easy to keep young people informed through blogs and social networks5. My only 

office cost is the online domain name for harrymyp.co.uk6. This was paid for by my volunteer manager of 

Online Media & Design. My emails both use free accounts78 and any letters are sent collectively9 by all 

Sheffield MYPs through Sheffield Futures. 

Supporting me in my role is a team of dedicated staff, who assist with organising my diary and managing the 

sites I use to keep you updated. They, like me, are unpaid volunteers. They have no expenses or allowances. 

They’re roles are as: 

 Communications Officers (Sheffield) 

 Online Media & Design (York) 

I work from home as your MYP. Meetings with fellow MYPs from Sheffield are held free of charge at the main 

office of Sheffield Futures10, Star House on Division Street, Sheffield. 

My Travel: £0-30  Train Tickets (per journey)  UKYP Budget 

All members of the UKYP are reimbursed for travel to regional and national meetings. This is paid for from the 

grant given to the UKYP by the government and managed locally by Sheffield Futures. This is done to make 

sure that young people from poorer backgrounds are not excluded from being an MYP. True democratic 

participation that is open to all people, cannot exist if there are barriers. Sheffield Futures staff arranging 

travel, always book the cheapest tickets well in advance and MYPs never travel First Class to any destination. A 

young person’s railcard subsidises rail costs, and offsets the money used to pay for it. 

My Meetings: £0-120  Conference registration   UKYP Budget 

  £0-10  All Day Meetings   UKYP Budget 

  £0.00  Constituency Meetings   N/A 

Members of Youth Parliament often attend conferences relevant to issues that matter to Young People. They 

usually last for a day, with members travelling to and from these meetings early in the morning and then late 

at night. For instance in 2011 I attended a conference of the Howard League for Penal Reform11, which was 

discussing the treatment of young people held in custody. The conferences often come with registration fees, 

which is what the UKYP pays for from its government grant, distributed locally by Sheffield Futures. Where 

possible, the UKYP takes advantage of free places available for children at these events12. 

                                                            
5 http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=53236709898, http://twitter.com/#!/Harrymyp 
6 http://www.harrymyp.co.uk/ 
7 harry_myp_sheffield@live.co.uk  
8 pressoffice@harrymyp.co.uk  
9 http://harrymyp.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/the-mosquito-campaign-letters.pdf 
10 http://www.getconnectedsheffield.com/about-us/our-centres/ 
11 http://www.howardleague.org/abouturboss/ 
12 http://www.rightspace.org.uk/content/national-event-19th-april-2011 
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http://www.howardleague.org/abouturboss/
http://www.rightspace.org.uk/content/national-event-19th-april-2011
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At all day meetings, such as regional meetings of the UKYP, a small packed lunch is often provided for MYPs 

and the guests visiting us at the meeting.  

Most of my meetings happen in the Sheffield Constituency. These can be my weekly meetings with fellow 

Sheffield MYPs, or discussions with decision makers in Sheffield, e.g. the Council Cabinet13. Due to their 

locality, these meetings have no cost implications. 

 

                                                            
13 http://www.sheffield.gov.uk/your-city-council/council-meetings/cabinet/agendas-2011/agenda-12th-
january-2011 

X
Harrison Carter

Member of UK Youth Parliament for Sheffield
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