
To the Chief Executive, 
 
My name Harrison Carter and I am writing on behalf of the Yorkshire and Humberside Region of the 
UK Youth Parliament. The UK Youth Parliament is a national democratically elected society of 
young people standing up and making social change.  
 
The Yorkshire and Humberside regional branch this year have devised a campaign that aims to ‘shape 
healthcare for disadvantaged young people’. A group of young people, who are undeniably left at a 
disadvantage to others, are young carers. Young Carers are those young individuals in society that 
provide continuous support for their elderly or disabled relatives. Every year, through their consistent 
and most admirable effort, the tax payer is saved £82 million. Young carers do their work for free and 
for this we owe them so much. 
 
Having consulted with local groups of young carers and having visited young carers themselves, we 
are, as a region, trying to promote the need for a ‘young carers card’. This piece of identification will 
be physical proof for teachers, for professionals and others coming into contact with the young carers, 
that they require extra support for their additional needs. I draw your attention to an example. A 
young carer may have to explain to a teacher that they have to leave earlier than usual from school, or 
that they require an extension on a homework task set the previous lesson. Although the teacher will 
know of the young person’s situation, the young carer can provide physical proof of their particular 
circumstance in a confidential environment and the teacher can make a decision based on the 
knowledge they have been given. We and the young carers we have consulted believe this to be an 
effective way of easing some of the problems young carers face in their lives. 
 
For this part of the campaign to be successful, we first need to raise the awareness of young carer’s 
within the region. We are asking you to raise the profile of the campaign, and moreover of the work 
done by young carers in the team meetings you have in your establishments. Through this raising of 
awareness and understanding amongst teaching and healthcare professionals we believe our work 
further down the line will be more easily completed and certainly more useful.  
 
We would like you to reply to this letter with your acknowledgement of our campaign, and also your 
invitation to us to present more information to you sometime this year. However, if the above requests 
are not feasible, we would like to provide with a video to be shown in team meetings and in 
PSHE/Citizenship lessons that shows the enduring effort young carers put in, everyday.  
 
Many thanks,  
 
Harrison Carter 
 

 
Member of the UK Youth Parliament for Sheffield 
 


